
Frequently Asked Questions -- CACFP At-Risk, ISD Only    

FAQs listed on this webpage are current as of the date posted. ESCs that use information on this 
webpage should ensure that information posted is still current and does not conflict with recent 
state or federal policy updates.  
 
Additional frequently asked questions are in the CACFP Handbook. 

  
October 21, 2013 

1. How does an ISD add school campus sites to their CACFP At-Risk Application? 
To add sites, CEs should send an email to CACFP.BOPs@TexasAgriculture.gov with a 
list of the name/number of each school campus site they would like to add to the CACFP 
At-Risk program. TDA recommends adding all school sites so that the CE can add sites 
later on as needed. 
 
Once TDA has added the school sites to the CACFP At-Risk application, CEs can re-
enter the application and select sites participating in the CACFP At-Risk program. 

2. If a  CE serves spaghetti with meat sauce as an entree, are they required  to serve an 
additional Grain/Bread in order for the meal to have all required components? 
The spaghetti counts as a Grains/Breads and therefore the additional Grains/Breads is not 
required. 

3. Can juice can only be served one time a day in ¼ - ½ cup portion (depending on age 
of child)?  For example, if juice is served for breakfast, it cannot also be served for 
snacks. 
This is DFPS CCL requirement not CACFP. All CACFP must follow DFPS CCL 
required minimum nutrition standards. Therefore, the above statements are correct.  This 
is noted in the footnotes of the CACFP Meal Patterns in the Menu Planning for Child 
Care and Planning Nutritious Snacks participant workbook (guide). 

September 24, 2013 

1. Who is eligible for the CACFP At-Risk Snack Program? 
Please see the below website for general guidance regarding eligibility 
http://squaremeals.com/Portals/8/files/cacfp/CACFP%20Decision%20Tool_final_new_w
ebsite.pdf  

2. Should SFAs enter budget information into the CACFP At-Risk Application?  
Although SFAs are not required to submit a budget, to proceed with the application 
process SFAs must enter $1.00 in the budget screen in TXUNPS  

3. Should SFAs enter their Child Nutrition Director's information in the Board of 
Directors screen in the CACFP At-Risk Application?  
Yes  

4. Does participating in CACFP effect organizations ability to run fundraisers, 
concessions etc. as those activities relate to NSLP regulations? 



When the site is offering CACFP meals, the CACFP regulations apply unless the CE has 
the option to use a CACFP regulation or NSLP regulation. The reverse is true—when the 
site is offering NSLP meals, the NSLP regulations apply. Any NSLP regulations 
regarding fundraisers only impact NSLP.  

5. What are the requirements regarding pre-approval visits for ISDs that are 
participating in the CACFP At-Risk program? 
NSLP CEs that administer or are going to administer CACFP At Risk do not have to do 
pre-approval onsite visits for school-based sites. Sponsors must visit non-school based 
sites to ensure suitability.  

6. Do the 'date of birth' fields in the CACFP At Risk application need to be filled out? 
Birthdates for these blanks are a Federal requirement for the CACFP. They are used in 
the serious deficiency process. Access TX-UNPS information is limited to necessary staff 
and authorized representatives designated by the CE.   

7. What budget information does an ISD participating in CACFP At-Risk need to fill 
out? 
The NSLP CE administering CACFP needs to enter $1.00 in the budget form in 
TXUNPS. A budget is not required for NSLP CEs, but the application will not be 
submitted without an amount entered in the form.  

8. What data should ISDs use to establish eligibility for the CACFP At-Risk program? 
CEs should use the PIEMS data provided by TDA to establish eligibility. CEs may access 
this information on squaremeals.org  

9. Is the form "Food and Nutrition Division Contracting Entity Specific Amendment" 
a required form for ISDs participating in CACFP At-Risk program? 
Yes, the CE should download the form and complete it according to the Section 1 
Directions in TX-UNPS. The form may be faxed to TDA or scanned and emailed to 
squaremeals@texasagriculture.gov  

10. How much time if necessary needs to elapse between an ASCP Snack and a CACFP 
Supper? 
Page 10.23 of the ARM provides information on meal times for At Risk, but there are 
also other issues related to claiming and timing of meal service. Reviewing the entire 
section would make sure that  timing  requirements are appropriately addressed.  

11. Can an ISD add sites to their CACFP renewal packet after the packet has been 
submitted in TXUNPS? 
No; the application has to be reassigned back to the CE before additional sites can be 
added to the application. Requests to reassign an application back to a CE can be sent to 
CACFP.Bops@TexasAgriculture.gov  

  

September 10, 2013 

1. When adding a site, why doesn’t the CE have to use the TEA site number? Will it 
drop down as an option? 

SFAs adding the CACFP should have the option to mark which of their NSLP sites they 
want to be copied over to CACFP. They will still need to go into each site and enter At-



Risk specific information. TX-UNPS will generate a site number and it may be different 
than their NSLP site number. 

2. Up to what age can participants with disabilities participate in At-Risk? 

Generally participants with disabilities up to 21 years old can participate in At-Risk sites 
primarily for children under 18.  

3. Will Community Ops be reviewing schools that sponsor or operate the At-Risk 
program at non-school sites? 

No, School Operations will be reviewing SFAs. 

4. How does a school apply for at-risk at a non-school site such as a recreation center 
or church? 

The district will need to look into child care licensing through the Texas Department of 
Family and Protective Services based on the requirements of the site. More information is 
in the CACFP Handbook.  

5. Can a student from one district participate an another district’s At-Risk program? 

Generally yes, but it will depend on how the site operates their enrichment program 
(enrolled vs. drop in). In this instance the child’s name and age will need to manually be 
collected to meet the roster requirement. 

6. Can a district request to be reimbursed the $2.93 + $0.2325? 

The district will receive this amount for all lunches and suppers regardless of the option 
for cash-in-lieu or commodities that is marked on the application. 

7. Can NSLP commodities be used for CACFP At-Risk? 

Yes, but the district will not receive additional commodities. 

8. Does juice have a maximum that can be served? 

Unless the site is licensed by TDFPS then no. CACFP does not have a maximum that can 
be served. 

9. Whole grain or enriched items were mentioned for the Grains Breads component. Is 
fortified no longer allowed? 

Fortified (or the required nutrients)  is the term that should be looked for in regards to 
breakfast cereal items. 



10. CACFP requires only a note from a physician for a food allergy and they must 
accommodate it? 

If the food allergy is determined, by a licensed physician, to be a disability, then yes the 
school must provide the substitution (the note from the physician must be on file).  If the 
food allergy is a special dietary need and not a disability it is the school’s option to 
provide the substitution.  Many special dietary need substitutions can be accommodated 
within the meal patterns themselves, for example, an allergy to nuts – instead of 
providing a peanut butter sandwich to the child allergic to peanut butter, provide that 
child a ham and cheese sandwich – still a reimbursable meal.  CACFP CCC handbook 
sections 4113.4 and 4113.5 go into further detail. 

11. Is this the same for SNP? 

Refer to Section 13.4 of the ARM for NSLP requirements. 

12. Do the expenses to operate CACFP have to be tracked separately from NSLP and 
SBP by the CE? 

At this time, only food costs must be tracked separately. 

13. Can a CE claim an ASCP snack and CACFP At-Risk snack and supper on the same 
day? 

No. A maximum of one meal and one snack can be claimed, regardless of the program. 

14. Is TX-UNPS updated with CACFP instructions and User Manual? 

Yes, they can be found under TX-UNPS Resources for CACFP on this site. 

September 4, 2013 

1. Does the “open to all” criterion apply to programs other than interscholastic sports 
programs?  
No. Afterschool care programs that are designed to accommodate special needs or that 
have other limiting factors may be eligible to participate. They may include, but are not 
limited to programs targeted to children who have learning disabilities or programs for 
children who are academically gifted.  

 


